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This was submitted by diamondlollipopathotmaildotcom It's being discussed in the Forums, and we think it's worth
highlighting here. You'll read briefly about a bad crash, a good reason to reach out to a brother in crisis and great
reasons to Ride Safe.

In the early morning hours of May 17, 2006, Joe Pyles was longboarding at night, alone, down a very steep hill. He
apparently lost control of his longboard, and crashed into a parked SUV, sustaining critical, life-threatening injuries.

Joe was rushed to Harborview Medical Center, and was taken almost immediately to surgery. He had fractured all of his
facial bones, ruptured his spleen, lacerated his liver, and fractured his right femur, resulting in massive uncontrolled
bleeding and shock.

That night was the most critical, and in the course of the next 24 hours, he was taken to surgery 3 times before the
bleeding was brought under control. He required many blood transfusions, but by the next day, his vital signs had more
or less stabilized though he was still in critical condition. The impact of the collision and the swelling in Joe's leg caused
much of the tissue to be dead, resulting in an emergency amputation of Joe's right leg.

Currently, Joe is making a slow recovery after two major reconstructive surgeries. Joe and his family and friends can use
all the support they can get in this difficult time, so please leave your love on: www.caringbridge.org/visit/joeypyles

Also, for those who live in the Seattle area, there will be a Benefit for Joe on Friday, June 23rd from 12-7pm at Kamiak
High School in Mukilteo, Wa. This will include several great bands, a large car wash, food and general entertainment.
Please show up and bring your longboards (and a helmet!)- everyone will love to see support from fellow patrons of an
activity joe is so passionate about.

thank you so much! If you have questions, please contact me at diamondlollipopathotmaildotcom

We at Silverfish Longboarding would like to take a moment to send our thoughts out to Joe, his family, and friends. It's
always painful to see a brother down.

Again, we ask that all riders ride within your limits, always wear your helmet/pads and learn to slide and footbrake to
control speed. Ride safe today, to ride again tomorrow. If you ever need tips on the Safety Slide or information on safety
gear and techniques, please: use our forums, use the resources of our members! Go check out the Ride Safe forum
today, if you haven't before.
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